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CONFIDENTIAL ABIDJAN 4923 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OAU, IV, TZ, SF, PFOR 

SUBJECT: IVORIAN VIEWS ON DAR-ES-SALAAM DECLARATION ON SOUTHERN 
AFRICA 

REF: A. ADDIS ABABA 5772; B. ADDIS ABABA 5784; C. DAR ES SALAAM 1 176 
(REPEATED AS STATE 1 14983) 

1. AMBASSADOR CALLED ON IVORIAN FOREIGN MINISTER ARSENE USHER 
ASSOUAN ON JUNE 10 TO DISCUSS VARIOUS MATTERS. THIS WAS FIRST 
OPPORTUNITY SINCE DAR ES SALAAM OAU FM MEETING TO TALK WITH 
USHER, SINCE HE HAD BEEN OUT OF ABIDJAN FOR A MONTH AFTER DAR 
MEETING. 

2. USHER MADE CLEAR THATIVORY COAST DOES NOT CONSIDER ITSELF 
BOUND BY ANY OAU RESOLUTION WHICH INTERFERES WITH ITS SOVEREIGNTY. 
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CASE HE SAID HE MADE IN DAR WAS THAT ALL EFFORTS AT DIALOGUE 
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OR CONTACT HELP KEEP SOUTH AFRICA AW ARE OF STRONG BLACK AFRICAN 
FEELINGS. 

3. HE SAID THAT AT ONE POINT HE KIDDED TANZANIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER MALECELA OVER THE FACT THAT LATTER HAD NEGOTIATED WITH 
VORSTER, AND MIGHT EVEN HAVE HAD A MEAL WITH HIM. EVEN THOUGH 
IVORY COAST HAD BEEN DISCUSSING DIALOGUE SINCE 1971 AND USHER 
HAD NEVER MET VORSTER. (THIS IS BORNE OUT BY ALL REPORTS WE 

HAD OF THE SEPTEMBER 1974 YAMOUSSOUKRO MEETING OF HOUPHOUET, 
SENGHOR AND VORSTER, THAT USHER WAS NOT PRSENT.) USHER ASKED 
MALECELA WHETHER LATTER HAD SAID NAYTHING TO VORSTER ABOUT 
APARTHEID AND ASSURED MALECELA THAT HE, USHER, WOULD HAVE RAISED 
IT ON SUCH AN OCCASION EVEN THOUGH MAIN TOPIC UNDER DISCUS- 
SION WAS RHODESIA. 

4. USHER WAS CRITICAL OF WAY IN WHICH MEETING IN DAR LEAKED 
INCOMPLETE AND NOT- YET-APPROVED RESOLUTIONS TO THE PRESS. 

IT PUT UNDUE PRESSUREON THE DELEGATES. 

5. FOR THE REST, HE CITED FAMILIAR IVORIAN POSITION ON THE 
IMPORTANCE OF PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEMS OF SOUTH 
AFRICA AND SUGGESTION THAT AFEW SIGNIFICANT STEPS TO BREAK 
DOWN APARTHEID. SUCH AS ACCEPTING A MINORITY OF MEMBERS OF 
PARLIAMENT FROM THE BLACKS, WOULD GO A LONG WAY TO CHANGE BLACK 
AFRICAN ATTITUDES TOWARD SOUTH AFRICA. SMITH 
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